This paper discusses how a group of students from Chulalongkorn University prepared for the CU-Tep examination. In order to gather the information, a questionnaire was given to 16 students from the Education Department of Chulalongkorn University. The findings indicated three things. First, was the general lack of preparation by approximately half of the candidates. Second, was that all of the students found the examination difficult, even those who said they did some preparation. Third, was the relatively poor scores received by Thai students as noted in the research cited. Some recommendations for the students: listen to and follow the advice of those who have previously taken the exam, do lots of preparation by taking practice tests and seek help from others.
Introduction
According to Dr Kanchana Prapphal (2002) The CU-Tep examination consists of three parts: listening, writing and reading. Each of these parts requires the candidates to decide which the best answer for each question is and then to blacken the space corresponding to the chosen answer on the answer sheet. For example, on the answer sheet the following is seen:
If the best answer is considered to be '3' then the circle beside this number is blackened with a pencil.
The listening section takes thirty minutes for thirty questions and generally consists of any of the following: a monologue, a public announcement, a news report, an interview, a short talk, a short dialogue or a long dialogue. An example of a public announcement and a question (Opinion, 7) given in an exam for Part 1 is: to 64% a marginal user; and below 54% an extremely limited user.
Gathering the Information
This survey was carried out only at the Education section at Chulalongkorn University, and therefore does not include any students from other sections of the university, such as Architecture, Arts, Science and Technology, or Engineering etc.
Consequently, the survey gives only the opinions and experiences of those students enrolled in the Education Department and not the opinions and experiences of students from other sections of Chulalongkorn University.
Sixteen students were selected to take part in this survey. The students were selected randomly, by being approached and asking them if they would answer some questions about the CU-Tep exam. To qualify to take part in this survey, each student was initially asked the same two questions: "Are you a student at Chulalongkorn University?" "Did you sit the CU-Tep examination?" Upon answering in the affirmative to both of these two questions, the student was then given the questionnaire (see Appendix A) to answer. The questionnaire had been piloted by giving these same questions to some students in the M (TEIL) class of testing and evaluation at Shinawatra University.
The questionnaire consisted of twenty-two questions. Of these, nine questions required a yes/no/not sure answer. Six questions were multiple-choice and required the students to circle the appropriate answer or answers. Seven questions required the students to give their opinion. At the beginning of the questionnaire students were able to give personal details such as name and age, and then say what they were studying and where they were from. At the end of the questionnaire, students were given the opportunity to write any comments if they so wished. The questions required the students to consider two aspects of CU-Tep: how they prepared for the exam and their experiences taking the exam.
Findings
The students were aged from 18 through to 46 years of age, with three quarters of them being aged between 18 and 25, while the other four students were aged 29, 31, 37 and 46 years old. Of the sixteen students, seven were from Bangkok, five did not
give their place of origin and of the remaining four students, one came from each of the following provinces: Suphanburi, Angthong, Phangnga and Chantaburi. Seven students were studying for a bachelor's degree in Education, with two being first year students, two being second year students and three being third year students.
Nine students were studying for their master's degrees (Education Research or Education Management), with three being first year students and six being second year students.
All sixteen students have sat the CU-Tep examination. Varying reasons have been given for doing so. Four students said that it was necessary for admission to the master's programme, eight said that it was part of the requirement to study at Chulalongkorn University, three said that they wanted to enter Chulalongkorn University to study, three students said they wanted to improve their English skills, two said they wanted to try the exam and one said to 'test my knowledge.'
All sixteen students agreed to the question that CU-Tep was compulsory in order to be able to study at Chulalongkorn University. When asked if CU-Tep was Nine of the sixteen students said they prepared for the exam, while seven said they did not prepare at all. Only one student, who did not prepare, gave a reason and said this was because she did not have the time to do so. The other six students who did not prepare did not provide any reasons.
Various ways have been given as to how those students who prepared, did so: by doing lots of old exams, by studying grammar and vocabulary, by studying reading and some tests, by studying grammar and some tests, by practicing English skills and by just practicing. Several students indicated that they did a combination of things to prepare. When asked to be more explicit, six students said that their preparation involved practice exams, two said their preparation involved practicing writing, three said that their preparation involved practicing speaking, seven students said their preparation involved practicing listening, eight students said their preparation involved practicing grammar, six students said their preparation involved learning vocabulary and four students practiced reading.
When asked how they knew about the preparation for the CU-Tep exam, eight students said that friends had told them, four said they had seen an 14 | P a g e advertisement about preparing for the exam, one student was advised by school, one was advised by the university and one student was told by family.
When asked where they did the preparation for the CU-Tep exam, two students said they attended a private language school, one student studied at school, while only one student attended Chula language centre. However, three students mentioned that they studied with friends at home, six said they worked by themselves at home, and one said he was also helped by a family member at home.
When asked when the students did their preparation, seven said they prepared just before the exam, two students said they started preparing several months before and two said they prepared a week before the exam. Nobody replied that they did some preparation every night when they did their homework.
Of the sixteen students asked if the preparation helped, all of the nine who had prepared replied that it did help. These nine students, who prepared for the exam, gave varied replies as to how the preparation had helped them. Each student had something different to say about how the preparation had helped, such as: it helped to reduce excitement in the room, it helped me to understand, I learnt new vocabulary, it helped me to know vocabulary and grammar, I have self confidence, I
got more points, it helped to practice organizing my thoughts, the preparation helped me to know the exam, and learn skills. When asked to give their opinion about the preparation, one student said "I could have done this on my own,"
another student said it did not make any difference, while the other seven said the preparation was useful. All of these nine students thought they got a better mark because they had prepared.
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Out of the sixteen students asked if they would tell their friends to prepare for CU-Tep, ten students replied they would, while four were not sure about telling their friends to prepare and two students did not give an answer to this question.
All students were asked what advice they would give to their friends about preparing for CU-Tep. Four students did not give an answer to this question, but the other twelve had these things to say:
"Preparation helps to improve your English and you can get good points."
"take more grammar."
"do more practice."
"always practice your English skills."
"practice listening."
"practice listening, grammar and reading."
"practice listening and reading."
"practice grammar and listening especially."
"you know how CU-Tep will be like."
"just pay attention!"
All of the students were asked to say what they thought of the CU-Tep exam.
Thirteen students thought it was harder than they thought it would be, two said they should have done more preparation for this exam, one student said it was what she thought it would be, while one student commented that it was easier than he thought it would be.
The students were also given two opportunities to write their thoughts about "it's very difficult"
"not enough time for the listening part"
"ok because I prepared myself before" "has lots of parts"
"there were too many questions" "it's a good test but has a short time to do it" "I did my best"
"it's so much harder than I thought it would be" "it's very hard and I don't think I can pass it"
"not so exciting" "I can't apply to study at CU" "so hard"
"we think it's too hard" "it's too hard for Thai students" 17 | P a g e "you must prepare"
"the reading part is about science and oh! … very, very difficult"
When asked if they were happy with their score, eight students said they were, five said they were not happy, while three said they were not sure. The students were then asked to comment further, and here was what they had to say:
"I passed the requirements for the master degree."
"OK because I did not have much time to prepare."
"OK, and my family's happy with my score." "I pass."
"I wanted 500 but can't get it."
"More than I think and helped me to apply for master degree." "I just pass but not good score." "I think if I prepare for the exam I shall get a better score."
"I can apply to study at Chulalongkorn University." "My score is low."
"Because I did not prepare my English skills, my score is not good enough." "I think if I prepared more I will get a better score."
None of the sixteen students made any additional comments at the end of the survey where they were given the option for doing so.
Conclusion
Three things have stood out in relation to this research topic. Two of these things relate to the findings and are the lack of preparation for what is considered to be an 18 | P a g e important examination and the fact that all students, including those who did prepare, have found the exam to be difficult. The third thing which has stood out from reading the various relevant articles is the relatively poor scores received by Thai students.
As mentioned earlier, Dr Prapphal admitted her shock upon learning the facts about the relatively poor scores received by Thai students when interviewed by The Nation (2002). Dr Prapphal's shock was also being echoed by native English language teachers, who have shown no surprise to this news, on the ajarnforum.net.
However, when one considers from the findings that only nine out of sixteen students (just over half of those who sat the exam) prepared for the exam while the other seven did not, it is not so surprising. Nor are these results so surprising when one considers also, that only three out of the nine students who prepared for the exam (this is just one third) sought professional exam preparation through either a private language school or the Chula language centre. From the findings can be seen that only one of the three students prepared by studying at the latter. What is surprising is the lack of preparation by many of the students for what is considered by all the students to be a very important exam.
A further piece of interesting information has been revealed with regard to when the students did their preparation. Not one student admitted to preparing gradually over time by doing some extra study every evening when they did their homework. Out of the nine students who prepared, seven did so just before the exam, while the other two said a week before. Not enough, obviously. Surprising too, when 19 | P a g e considering how important this exam was considered to be by all the students, and how difficult the exam was likely to be was known by the students before they sat it.
These few facts in themselves are astounding when taking into consideration that all students participating in this questionnaire said how important this exam was and "how it was necessary/compulsory to take and pass the exam in order to be able to study or enter Chulalongkorn University" (unnamed students answering the questionnaire). One would think then that more preparation would be undertaken for such an important examination. Nor was it surprising then to learn also, that all the students found the exam to be difficult.
It was also interesting to note from listening to comments while the students were answering the questionnaire, as to the difference in attitude between the younger (bachelors) students and the older (masters) students who took the exam.
The latter seemed to be more serious about the exam than their younger counterparts. Perhaps this was because these more mature students who are further ahead in their studies could see where their qualifications could take them in the future. They have most probably been giving some thought to where they go re employment once they have completed their masters in the next year or so and
therefore have seen what is available to them when they have a good level of English. As Chalermwoot, a 25-year-old student studying for his Masters of Education said: "it (English) is important for us and Thailand in the future." All of the older students urged preparation.
A possible explanation for the younger students having a different attitude could be the carry over of habits and an attitude developed in preparing for exams 
